
MINUTES

Saint Martin of Tours Academy (SMA) Parent Group Meeting (via Zoom)

April 6, 2022

6:00 p.m.

Start: 6:02 p.m. Adjourned:  6:50 p.m.

Present: Alicia Crockett, Tracy Giordano, Cory McMahon, Chrissy Poole, Teresa Propper,
Christy Samarkos, Katie Scheie, Genevieve Suzuki, Principal Jennifer Miller

Absent: Jeni Bartel, Shannon Knuth, Dana Rager

I. WELCOME – CALL TO ORDER

II. PRAYER (TRACY GIORDANO)

III. MISSION STATEMENT (TRACY)

St. Martin of Tours Academy fosters confidence, curiosity, and independence through a climate
of cooperation and trust by preserving dignity throughout the learning process, accentuating all
children’s God-given gifts in a Catholic environment.

IV. WELCOME – CALL TO ORDER

V. PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (JENNIFER)

A. If anyone wants to reach principal Jennifer Miller to discuss any concerns or
suggestions, email her at jmiller@stmartinoftoursacademy.org.

B. Registration deadline for current students is April 15, 2022. We can more accurately
and intelligently budget for the coming school year.

C. Next year’s SMA faculty and staff will be announced in May. They are currently
interviewing for an advance math teacher for Grades 5 through 8 and a part-time learning
support director.

D. We have formed an accreditation committee. Throughout the process we will have
someone keeping us accountable. It will comprise a parishioner, a parent, and staff members.

E. Jennifer is looking to install an “early release day” on Wednesday. This will allow
teachers and staff to improve services for students on campus. She will be sending out a survey.
They will still have extended care. The Diocese is also offering four Wednesdays for professional
development.

F. First day of the 2022-2023 school year is August 17, 2022. Wednesday through Friday
will be half days.
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G. This Friday night, April 8, 2022, at 6 p.m., we are calling for Stations readers. It
should be 30-45 minutes.

VI. COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. PRESCHOOL (CHRISSY)

Preschool is full and our kindergarten has a good number of enrollees.

B. FAIR TRADE/GREEN RIBBON (ALICIA)
World Fair Trade Day is May 14. The committee is looking for student volunteers to go
to Earth Day festival on April 9, 2022. We are looking to reignite the presence of Fair
Trade and to increase participation in the committee.

VII. OLD BUSINESS

Elections

We are sending out a nomination sign-up genius. That will be going to parents this week. The
ballots will be confidential. The results will be based on plurality.

Extended nominations close on April 12, 2022. Write-ups will come out on April 25, 2022. Votes
will be taken from April 25 to April 29, 2022.

VIII. NEW BUSINESS

None.

IX. GUEST SPEAKER: Officer AJ Watkins

Officer AJ Watkins from the La Mesa Police Department discussed vaping and marijuana in the
City. Parents should be aware of nicotine in the vapes. Ninety percent of vapes contain nicotine.
Vapes can look like pens or flash drives and can be dangerous. Tobacco companies own many
vaping devices. Junior high schoolers are the majority of students vaping. There are also items
called “edibles,” infused with THC. Officer Watkins said he would send links to resources about
vaping to Jennifer for distribution to parents. One link is https://johnnysambassadors.org/

La Mesa has 10 dispensaries right now and three more are coming. If there is a brick-and-mortar
business, it has met the distance requirement per City code.

He also talked about social media and the dangers of someone being on the other side. He
encouraged parents to be aware of their children’s accounts and to use parental controls. He also
suggested monitoring the phone. If you see something strange, before deleting it, screenshot it
and send it to local law enforcement. You should also report it to the app (e.g. Instagram, TikTok,
Facebook).

X. GENERAL DISCUSSION

Cory asked Jennifer if she could get back to a stricter policy regarding cell phones in the
classroom.
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The first general parent group meeting is September 14, 2022.

XI. ADJOURNMENT

NEXT PARENT GROUP MEETING: May 2, 2022
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